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***PRESS RELEASE***

SAN FRANCISCO UNVEILS NEW LARGE-SCALE GLASS ARTWORK
INSTALLATION AT CHINATOWN-ROSE PAK MUNI STATION,
HONORING HISTORY OF CHINATOWN NEIGHBORHOOD

San Francisco Arts Commission & Municipal Transportation Agency Celebrate Completed
Installation of Artist Tomie Arai’s Long-Awaited “Arrival”

Arrival by Tomie Arai, 2025, Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, Collection of the City & County of San Francisco.
Photo Credit: Ethan Kaplan Photography

SAN FRANCISCO - Today, the San Francisco Arts Commission (SFAC), San Francisco
Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA), City officials, and community leaders celebrate
the completed installation of the first phase of a new permanent architecturally-integrated
glass art installation at Chinatown-Rose Pak Muni Station that illustrates and celebrates
the rich culture and history of the surrounding area and Chinatown neighborhood.



Arrival, created by internationally renowned New York-based artist and activist Tomie Arai,
presents the story of San Francisco’s Chinatown through historic and contemporary
imagery translated into architectural glass on the station’s parapet fagade along Stockton
and Washington streets, as well as along the station’s plaza wall.

“This project serves as an illustration of the immigrant experience and the history of San
Francisco”, said Mayor Daniel Lurie. “In addition to being a transit and community hub,
Chinatown-Rose Pak Station will now welcome residents and visitors alike with incredible
art. This mural exemplifies the rich culture of San Francisco and how immigrants
throughout history have helped shaped Chinatown and our city.”

San Francisco’s Chinatown, the oldest in the United States, like many urban centers with
diverse immigrant communities, can be seen as a microcosm of the world. At the entrance
into the Muni station, the artwork extends like a scroll across the three sides of the station’s
parapet beginning with scenes of the California coast and San Francisco Bay—a historic
port of entry for immigrants from Asia. As the artwork turns onto Stockton Street and then
Washington Street, the design portrays a mix of hybrid trees and flowers, suggesting a
vibrant garden and the promise of a new home, a reference to the Ping Yuen (Peaceful
Garden) public housing project and the legacy of Chinatown tenant organizers. Maps of
local streets, the broader city, and the world beyond form an evolving backdrop for portraits
of students from Gordon J. Lau Elementary School and multiple generations of community
members. Arrival signifies a neighborhood in transition, rich with history and moving
towards a more global future.

"Rose Pak Station is emerging as a vital hub for transportation and community life in
Chinatown. Tomie Arai’s new artwork at the station reflects the Asian American experience
while highlighting the powerful intersection of art, identity, and social activism,” said Danny
Sauter, Supervisor of District 3. “The artwork, Arrival, will undoubtedly enrich the cultural
vibrancy of this historic neighborhood.”

"With the completion of Phase | of Arrival by Tomie Arai at Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, the
often-untold and overlooked stories of Asian American contributions to San Francisco will
now help beautify this dynamic and resilient neighborhood," said Ralph Remington,
Director of Cultural Affairs. "We are proud to see this site-specific work, one that is
reflective of the surrounding community, come to life and serve as a living archive for future
generations to come. Thank you to SFMTA and Public Works for their partnership and
collaboration in helping install this monumental work."


https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/54657532575/
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Arrival by Tomie Arai, 2025, Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, Washington Street fagade, Collection of the City &
County of San Francisco. Photo Credit: Ethan Kaplan Photography

To highlight historic and contemporary imagery, the artist collaborated and partnered with
California State Library and California State Parks, Library of Congress, Museum of
Performance and Design, Museum of Chinese in America, Bancroft Library, University of
California, Berkeley, San Francisco Public Library, Stanford University, Alisa J. Kim and the
Tape Family, Moulin Studios, and individuals: Corky Lee, Chang Jok Lee, Bob Hsiang,
Garrett Mason Lee, Yu Ying Yu, and CK Liang.

Highlights of the imagery featured in the artwork include:

o Portrait of Mary Tape, a desegregationist based first in San Francisco’s
Chinatown, then in Berkeley, CA, who fought for Chinese Americans’ access to
education, notably in the 1885 Supreme Court of California case, Tape v. Hurley,
70 years before Brown v. Board of Education.

o Garden landscape as symbols of beginnings, growth, and sustainability; trees
and foliage represent indigenous and transplanted flora, suggesting hybrid
cultures as a part of 21°t Century city life.

o Maps of early San Francisco Chinatown, the broader city and the world beyond,
situating Chinatown’s cultural significance in a global context.

o Portraits of students from the Chinatown-Rose Pak Station’s neighboring
building, Gordon J. Lau Elementary School.



The Central Subway Project, completed in 2022, connects the Muni Metro T Third Line from
Chinatown to Sunnydale, providing a direct, rapid transit link between downtown and the
some of the city's busiest, most densely populated areas, including Union Square, SoMa,
Mission Bay, Dogpatch, and Bayview-Hunters Point neighborhoods.

In collaboration with the SFMTA, the Arts Commission managed the selection and
implementation of a diverse and exciting public art program that includes ten permanent
site-specific artworks by twelve artists at Chinatown-Rose Pak, Union Square/Market
Street, Yerba Buena/Moscone, and 4th & Brannan stations.

“We’re proud that the Central Subway project added so many new works to the City’s
incredible collection of public art. And we’re grateful to the Arts Commission for working
with Tomie Arai to bring these amazing community inspired pieces to celebrate Chinatown
Rose-Pak Station,” said Julie Kirschbaum, SFMTA Director of Transportation.

The works created for the Central Subway project range from large-scale photography,
kinetic and traditional sculptures, murals and illuminated installations, the commissioned
artworks each depict the character of the station neighborhoods, its history, residents, and
the creativity and breadth of Bay Area contemporary arts.

Arrival by Tomie Arai, 2025, Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, Stockton Street fagade, Collection of the City &
County of San Francisco. Photo Credit: Ethan Kaplan Photography


https://www.sfartscommission.org/experience-art/projects/central-subway-public-art-program

The artwork at the fagade of Chinatown-Rose Pak Station is approximately 120 feetin
length with a height ranging from 4 to 8 feet, totaling approximately 700 square feet.

The artwork project budget for Arrival was approximately $571,000, which was inclusive of
design, fabrication, and transportation. The artwork glass was fabricated by Moon Shadow
Glass with support from Magnolia Editions.

Funding for Central Subway Public Art was made possible through the Art Enrichment
Ordinance (2%-for-public-art), which ensures that two percent of the gross construction
cost of civic buildings, transportation improvement projects, new parks, and other above-
ground structures such as bridges, be allocated for public art.

The installation of the artwork was made possible with the help of San Francisco Public
Works, which led construction management.

“Both art and public transit have the ability to move and connect us, and this
showstopping, thoughtful installation sits at the intersection of the two,” said Public Works
Director Carla Short. “We are thrilled to have been able to play a part in bringing this
project to life, helping add another layer of beauty, history and kinship to this community’s

already rich cultural tapestry.”

Conceptual Design for forthcoming Arrival at the Platform Level; North Wall “Heaven” (Left), South Wall “Earth” (Right)

The second phase of Arrival will be installed in early 2026 on the platform level of the
station with glass panels approximately 17 feet wide and 15 feet high at each end of the
platform. These works draw upon historical imagery illustrated through the traditional
symbols for heaven and earth in Chinese culture —the circle and square. On the north


https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/54659905954/in/album-72177720302528937

platform wall, Arai includes images of the early settlement of San Francisco, the gold rush,
immigration to the United States through Angel Island, and the great earthquake. On the
south platform, the work celebrates the resilience of the community of Chinatown and
greater San Francisco through a collage of images from 1906 to the present.

Other works featured at Chinatown-Rose Pak station include Yangge: Dance of the Bride
and Yangge: Dance of the New Year, two large laser-cut metal artworks based on intricate
traditional Chinese paper cuts painted a vibrant red, by Yumei Hou, and A Sense of
Community, a ceramic tile mural for the crosscut cavern wall at the concourse level, by
Clare Rojas.

*High-resolution images of all Central Subway Public Art available is on Flickr.

About the Artist

Tomie Arai is a public artist who lives and works in NYC and has designed both temporary
and permanent public works of art for Creative Time, the US General Services
Administration Art in Architecture Program, the NYC Percent for Art Program, the
Cambridge Arts Council, the MTA Arts for Transit Program, the New York City Board of
Education, and the San Francisco Arts Commission. Arai’s work has been exhibited
nationally and is in the collections of the Library of Congress, the Bronx Museum of the
Arts, the Japanese American National Museum, the Williams College Museum of Art, the
Museum of Modern Art and the Whitney Museum of American Art. In 2015, Arai co-founded
the cultural collective, The Chinatown Art Brigade with artists Betty Yu and ManSee Kong.
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/54659905954/in/album-72177720302528937
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/54659905949/in/album-72177720302528937
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/52484243347/in/album-72177720302528937
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/52485199440/in/album-72177720302528937
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/52484965679/in/album-72177720302528937/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/52484965679/in/album-72177720302528937/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sfac/albums/72177720302528937/
http://www.tomiearai.com/

About The San Francisco Arts Commission

The San Francisco Arts Commission (SFAC) is the City agency that champions the arts as
essential to daily life by investing in a vibrant arts community, enlivening the urban
environment and shaping innovative cultural policy. Our programs include: Civic Art
Collection, Civic Design Review, Community Investments, Public Art, SFAC Galleries, and
Art Vendor Licensing. To learn more, visit sfartscommission.org.

About The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency

The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) is a department of the City
and County of San Francisco responsible for the management of all ground transportation
in the city. The SFMTA has oversight over the Municipal Railway (Muni) public
transportation, as well as bicycling, paratransit, parking, traffic, walking, and taxis. We
serve San Francisco by creating transportation options that are constant, practical and
everywhere; we connect people with their community to enhance the economy,
environment and quality of life. We operate today’s transportation system and work with
our partners to plan the transportation system of tomorrow.

About San Francisco Public Works

As a 24/7 operation with a diverse set of responsibilities, Public Works touches every
neighborhood in San Francisco. The staff designs and manages construction of civic
buildings and streets, cleans and greens the right of way and keeps it free of hazards,
maintains civic buildings, trains people for jobs, paves the streets, repairs bridges and
public stairways, expands accessibility and works on addressing some of San Francisco’s
biggest challenges.
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